
Wrockwardine Wood CE Junior School Reading Spine   
Year Archaic Language 

Books with  vocabulary and cultural reference from older 
and more traditional texts to help to widen their reading 
appetite. 
 

Non-Linear Time Sequences 
Stories where time flows back and forth in a complex 
manner not just flows in one direction. 

Narratively Complex 
Some books have more than one narrator telling the 
story or non-human narrators such as the horse who 
tells the story in Black Beauty. 

Complexity of story 
Where the plot and symbols used are more complicated for 
example interwoven plots. 
 

Resistant Texts 
This refers to texts which are difficult to understand, texts 
that deliberately resist comprehension. You have to 
assemble meaning around nuances, hints, uncertainties 
and clues 

Other 
 

 

Non Fiction DIVERSITY/ 
INCLUSIVITY/ 
CULTURAL CAPITAL 

YEAR 3 

3 Love to 
Read Texts 

Myths and Legends (Heather 
Anery) 
The More it Snows (AA Milne) 
AUTUMN 2 
You are old Father William (Lewis 
Caroll) SPRING 1 
Leisure (WH Davies) SPRING 2 
 

 Ottoline and the Yellow Cat (Chris 
Riddell)  

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
(Roald Dahl) 
Revolting Rhymes (Roald Dahl) 
AUTUMN 1 
(check different one to y4) 
Catch a Little Rhyme (Eve Merriam) 
SPRING 1 

King of the Cloud Forest (Michael 
Morpurgo) 
Ning Nang Nong (Spike Milligan) 
SPRING 2 

The Goose Guards (Terry Deary) 
101 Dalmations (Dodie Smith) 
Something told the Wild Geese 
SUMMER 1 
The Christmas Pine (Julia 
Donaldson) AUTUMN 2 
From a Railway Carriage (RL 
Stevenson) SUMMER 1 
Matilda (Hilaire Beloc) SUMMER 2 

Non Fiction texts about: 
Greeks 
Healthy Eating 
Fossils 
Wild Weather 
Romans 
Moods of Music 

 

3 Page 
Turners for 
pleasure 

The Magic Faraway Tree (Enid 
Blyton) 

Voices In the Park (Anthony 
Browne) 

Matilda (Roald Dahl) 
 

The Boy Who Grew Dragons (Andy 
Shepherd) 

 The Last Bear (Hannah Gold)  Looking Like Me (Walter 
Dean Myers) 

YEAR 4 

4 Love to 
read texts 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 
(Lewis Carroll) 
A Christmas Carol (Charles 
Dickens) 
Foreign Lands (Enoch Pratt) 
SPRING 1 
Tom’s Midnight garden  (Philippa 
Pearce) 
Tyger Tyger (William Blake) 
SPRING 1 
Jerusalem (William Blake) SUMMER 
2 

 Nim’s Island (Wendy Orr) Revolting Rhymes (check different 
one to y3) (Roald Dahl) AUTUMN 1 
Dream Variations (Langston Hughes) 
AUTUMN 2 

Topsy Turvy World (William Brighty 
Rands) SPRING 2 

My Shadow (Robert Louis 
Stevenson) SPRING 2 
Extract from Nim at Sea (Wendy 
Orr) SUMMER 1 
Peeking Past the Curtains AUTUMN 
2 
Kensukie’s Kingdom (Michael 
Morpurgo) 
The Mrs Butler Blues (Allen 
Ahlberg) SUMMER 1 
Chicken Pox (Micheal Rosen) 
SUMMER 2 

Non Fiction texts about: 
Battle of Hastings 
Textiles 
Plastic Pollution in the Ocean 
USA 
Allotments 
20th century music 

The Indian in the 
Cupboard (Lynne Reid 
Banks) 

4 Page 
Turners for 
pleasure 

How the Camel got his Hump 
(Rudyard Kipling) 
A Bear called Paddington (Michael 
Bond) 

The Butterfly Lion (Michael 
Morpurgo) 

The Witches (Roald Dahl) The Iron Man (Ted Hughes) Cloud Busting (Malorie Blackman)   Change Sings (Amanda 
Gorman) 

YEAR 5 

5 Love to 
Read texts 

Treason (Berlie Doherty) 
How Doth the little Crocodile (Lewis 
Carroll) AUTUMN 1 
The Secret Garden (Frances 
Hodgson Burnett) 
The Tempest (James T Fields) 
AUTUMN 2 
The Listeners (Walter De La Mare) 
SUMMER 2 
 

 Charlotte’s Web (EB White) The Boy Who Swam with Piranhas 
(Frank Cottrell Boyce) 
Dreams (Langston Hughes) SUMMER 
1 
The Eagle (Alfred Tennyson) 
SPRING 2 

The War of the Worlds (HG Wells) 
The Wizard of Earthsea (Ursula K le 
Guin) 
Sky In the Pie (Roger McGough) 
SPRING 2 
Ozymandias (Percy Bysshe Shelley) 
SUMMER 2 

Please Mrs Butler (Allen Ahlberg) 
AUTUMN 1 
The Owl and the Pussycat SPRING 
1 
The Christmas Life (Wendy Cope) 
AUTUMN 2 

Non Fiction texts about: 
Henry V111 
Roller coasters 
Portraits 
Local Area 
Mountains 
Film Music 

Dis Poetry (Benjamin 
Zephaniah) SUMMER 1 

5 Page 
Turners for 
pleasure 

Emil and the Detective (Erich 
Kastner) 

The Firework Maker’s Daughter 
(Philip Pulman) 
Cosmic (Frank Cottrell-Boyce)  

Wonder (RM Palagio) Who let the Gods out (Maz Evans) 
The Girl of Ink and Stars (Kiran 
Millwood Hargrave) 

   Can I Touch Your 
Hair? (Charles Waters 
and Irene Latham) 

YEAR 6 
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6 
Love to Read 
Texts 

Private Peaceful (Michael 
Morpurgo) 
Street Child (Berlie Doherty) 
In Flanders Field (John McCrae) 
AUTUMN 1 
The night before Christmas 
(Clement Clarke Moore) AUTUMN 2 
The Spider and the Fly SUMMER 1 

Holes (Louis Sacher) Framed (Frank Cottrell-Boyce) Northern Lights (Philip Pulman) 
Daffodils (William Wordsworth) 
SPRING 2 
 

Call of the Wild (Jack London) 
Jabberwocky (Lewis Carroll) 
SPRING 1 

The Soldier AUTUMN 1 
Timothy Winters SPRING 1 
If (Rudyard Kipling) SPRING 2 

Non Fiction texts about: 
Animals in War 
Christmas Around the World 
The theft of the Mona Lisa 
Polar Animals 
Victorian crime and punishment 
Mexico 

Talking Turkeys 
(Benjamin Zephaniah) 
AUTUMN 2 

6 
Page Turners 
for pleasure 

If  (Rudyard Kipling) 
The Wolves of Willoughby Chase 
(Joan Aiken) 

1000 year old boy (Ross Welford) Pax (Sara Pennypacker) Skellig (David Almond) 
Macbeth (William Shakespeare) 
 

 The Final Year (Matt Goodfellow)  Benjamin Zephaniah 
poetry 
Boy at the back of the 
class (Onjali Q Rauf) 

 YEAR 3 TEXTS COVERED YEAR 4 TEXTS COVERED YEAR 5 TEXTS COVERED YEAR 6 TEXTS COVERED 
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Term Subject/Genre  Texts/Extracts Used Subject/Genre  Texts/Extracts Used Subject/Genre  Texts/Extracts Used Subject/Genre  Texts/Extracts Used 

  Autumn 
1 

English - myths and legends 
English - recounts (newspaper 
reports) 
English - graphic novels 
History - Ancient Greece 
PSHEE 
Awareness Days 

Theseus and the Minotaur, King 
Midas and the golden touch, 
Pandora’s Box 
Extracts from Hercules. 
Extracts from different comic strips 
(Beano / Denis and Gnasher / 
Banana Man / Superman 
Arachne and the Spider, The Story 
of Icarus, The Labours of Hercules, 
Non fiction: Alexander the Great 
‘I have 2 mums’ 
‘Different Family, Same Love’  
‘Different but best friends’ by Rhea 
Dufresne 
‘Milo’s boundaries’ by Rhea 
Dufresne 
Black History: 
‘Wangari’s trees of peace’ by 
Jeanette Winter 
Guy Fawkes: 
The Gunpowder Plot 

English - Explanations 
English - Soliloquy 
History - 1066  
Guy Fawks Awareness Day 

My Shadow by Robert Louis Stevenson 
How to make a hot air balloon fly 
Tim Peake’s soliloquy before going into 
space 
Sources based around: 
Domesday book, King Edward’s deathbed 
confession 
Information about Guy Fawkes  

English - Recounts 
English - Persuasive Writing 
English - Historical Narrative  
History - Tudors 
PSHEE 

 
 
Sources based around: 
Information about King Henry VIII, his 
six wives and the Battle of Bosworth. 
Extracts from ‘I have a Dream’ by Martin 
Luther King for HA 

English - Descriptive Writing 
 
English - War Poetry 
 
English - Persuasive Speech  
History - World War 1 
 
PSHEE 

Extracts from Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone 
Dead Man’s Dump 
Dulce et Decorum Est 
Extracts from ‘I have a Dream’ by Martin 
Luther King 
Extracts from Barack Obama’s speech ‘I 
stand here today_  
Sources based around: 
Animals in the War, the Christmas truce 
and soldier life 
Lyrics to ‘I’m Only Human’ Rag ‘n Bone 
Man 

Autumn 2 English - recipes and instructions 
English - adverts 
English - limericks 
DT 
PSHEE 
Awareness Days 

Recipe and instructions texts 
Range of persuasive adverts 
There once was a fly on the wall  
I’m papering walls in the loo 
There was an old man of The 
Wrekin 
- 
‘Me Jane’ by Patrick McDonnell 
‘We are all born free’ 
Remembrance Day 
In Flanders Fields 
 
Anti-Bullying 
Mud Boy by Sarah Siggs 

English - Poetry 
English - Instructions 
English – Adventure stories  
PSHEE 
Remembrance Day Awareness Day  

The Jabberwocky by Lewis Carrol 
Traditional Toffee Apple recipe 
How to get to Starshine City  
How to make a felt stocking  
Trapped 
Different job descriptions 
In Flanders Fields by John McCrae  
Lest We Forget by Kerry Brown 

English - Adverts 
English - Explanation Texts 
English -Haiku poetry 
PSHE 

 
Wallace and Gromit soccomatic 
information text 
Examples of Haikus 
Kenny Lives With Erica and Martina by 
Olly Pike 
Rose Blanche by IanMcEwan and 
Roberto Innoecenti 
Mixed by Arree Chung 
The Girls by Lauren Ace and Jenny 
Lovlie 
And Tango Makes Three by Justin 
Richardson 

English - Explanation Texts 
English - Poetry 
English - Titanium 
PSHE 

Moderation Material ‘Pointe Shoes’ 
 
The Raven 
Leaf by Sandra Dieckmann 
King of the Sky by Nicola Davies 
Introducing Teddy by Jess Walton 
A Day in the Life of Marlon Bundo by 
Marlon Bundo 
The Only Way is Badger by Stella J 
Jones 
The Island by Armin Greder 

Spring 1 Love to Read 
English - explanation texts 
English - letter writing 
English - visual literacy 
Art 
PSHEE 
Awareness Days 

Ottoline and the Yellow Cat by 
Chris Riddell 
Extracts from Ottoline and the 
Yellow Cat 
Range of non-fiction explanation 
texts 
Wallace and Gromit - cracking 
contraptions 
Extracts from Ottoline and the 
Yellow Cat 
The Lucky Dip 
- 

English – Biographies 
English – Persuasive writing 

Plastic Pollution in the Ocean 
Extract from ‘Nim at Sea’ 
Marcus Rashford 
Extract from Tim Berners-Lee 
Sir Ernest Shackleton  
Information about Jacques Cousteau 
David Attenborough 
How can we save our Oceans? 

English - Biographies 
 
 
 
 
English - Mystery Stories 
 
Art 
World Book Day 

Extracts from: 
Tom Daley Biography 
Mary Seacole Biography 
Information about Van Gogh, Pablo 
Picasso, Leonardo da Vinci and Andy 
Warhol 
 
Selection of work from Luke Temple 
Extract from Cogston House.  
Andy Warhol information. 
Teachers’ and TAs’ favourite books 

English - Historical recount 
 
 
 
 
 
English - Journalistic writing  
 
 
 
Awareness Days - Holocaust Memorial 
Day 
World Book Day 

Extracts from: 
The Spanish Armada 
Sir Francis Drake 
Anne of Green Gables 
A series of Unfortunate Events 
Even by Simon P Clark 
Odd and the Frost Giants by Neil 
Gaiman 
The Song from Somewhere Else by AF 
Harrold 
Peaches and Cream 
The Hobbiton Herald 
Rose Blanche by Christophe Gallaz and 
Roberto Innocenti 
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We are all born free 
Luke Temple 
Luke Temple extracts 
 
Safer Internet Day 
‘Ben and the strange friend 
request’ 
‘Lila’s secret picture’ 
 

Teachers’ and TAs’ favourite books 

Spring 2 English - recounts (diary entries) 
English - fables 
English - clerihews 
Geography 
PSHEE 
Awareness Days 

Extracts from King of the Cloud 
Forest 
The Lion and the Mouse 
The Hare and the Tortoise 
The Ant and the Grasshopper 
Range of different clerihews 
Non-fiction texts: Wild Weather 
We’re all Wonders by RJ Palacio 
Beegu by Alexis Deacon 
The Truth about Old People by 
Elina Ellis 
The Hueys in the New Jumper by 
Oliver Jeffers 
Internation Womens Day 
The story of Mary Anning 
Non fiction: Greta Thunburg 
 
World Book Day 
The See Saw by Tom Percival  
The Dot by Peter Reynolds 

English – Myths and Legends 
English – Non-chronological reports 
PSHEE  
Geography 
International Women’s Day Awareness 
Day 

Blackfoot Legend 
The Curse of Cogston House 
The story of the Navajo Spider Woman 
Pandas 
World Space Week information 
Dogs Don’t Do Ballet by Anna Kemp 
Red by Michael Hall 
Aalfred and Aalbert by Morag Hood 
When Sadness Comes to Call by Eva 
Eland 
Julian is a Mermaid by Jessica Love 
Information on: 
Human and physical features in the USA 
The Iroquois Tribe 
Information about: 
Amelia Earhart 
Malala Youzafzai 
Marley Dias  
Greta Thunberg 
Rosa Parks 

English - Descriptive Setting Stories 
Information Texts 
Free verse poetry 
 
 
 
 
 
Geography – Super Shropshire 

The Magic Box by Kit Wright 
Extracts from: 
Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief 
Teachers own written WAGOLL 
Information text about Shrewsbury, 
Granville and Southwell. 
Leisure by W.H Davies 
Chocolate Cake by Micheal Rosen 
Teachers own written WAGOLL 
Information about Telford 
Independent research 

English - Suspense 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Persuasion 

Alma 
Extracts from: 
The Stake by Richard Caymon 
Ibterview with the Vampire by Anne Rice 
The Fall of the House of Usher by 
Edgar Allen Poe 
The Yellow Cat by Michael Joseph 
The Haubted Trailor by Robert Arthur 
The Clock Tower Ghost by Gene Kemp 
Dark Dignum by Bernard Capes 
The Highboy by Alison Lurie 
Nona by Stephen King 
Teachers own written WAGOLL 

Summer 1 English - Non-chronological reports 
History 
PSHEE 
Awareness Days 

Non-chronological reports: 
Boudicca 
What the Romans brought to Britain 
Daily Life in Roman Britain 
Roman Emperors 
Boudicca 
What the Romans brought to Britain 
Daily Life in Roman Britain 
Roman Emperors 
Roman Inventions 
Milo and the Magic Lunchbox 
Lena’s Loud Thoughts 
Zac’s Screen Time switch 

English - Diaries 
English – Fantasy stories 
PSHEE 
Geography 
Christian Aid Day Awareness Day 

Diary entry by Ben 
The Magical Discovery 
The Dangers of Smoking 
Aiden’s story from Jigsaw 
Various extracts with information about 
farming 
Information about Christian Aid Week 
The Runaway Pea by Kjartan Poskitt and 
Alex Willmore 

English:  
Adventure Stories 
Newspaper Reports 
Geography - Majestic Mountains 

 
Teacher own WAGOLL 
The Sporting Telegraph - Usain Bolt 
Information about formation of 
mountains and rivers 

Love to Read 
Biography 
 
 
 
Geography - Polar Opposites 
History - The Victorious Victorians 

Street Child by Berlie Doherty 
Extracts from biographies of: 
JK Rowling 
Roald Dahl 
Usain Bolt 
Extracts from the diary of Roald 
Amundsen 
Sources about Queen Victoria and her 
coronation 

Summer 
2 

English - character descriptions 
English - adventure stories 
English - free verse poetry 
Music 
PSHEE 
Awareness Days 

Extracts from 101 Dalmatians 
The Gruffalo (extract) 
The Queen of Narnia (extract) 
Voldemort (extract) 
Charlie’s magical chalk 
Catch it! Literacy Shed 

Shakespeare Week 
English - Poetry 
Music 
History 
PSHEE 
Christianity Around the World Awareness 
Day 

Peaches and Scream 
Boy Overboard 
Information about: 
William Shakespeare 
The Globe Theatre 
The Elizabethan Era 
Kennings poems 

English - Shakespeare Unit 
English - Fantasy Stories 
English - Graphic Novels 
English - Free Verse Poetry 

The Tempest by William Shakespeare 
Extracts from Harry Potter and the 
Chronicles of Narnia 
Extracts from Beano, Dennis the Menace, 
Scooby Doo, Superman, Batman and 
Dogman.  
Once by the Pacific by Robert Frost 

English - Shakespeare Unit 
Drama 

Macbeth by William Shakespeare 
Leavers’ Playscript 
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The Lighthouse - Literacy Shed 
Macavity the Mystery Cat by TS 
Elliot 
Gingerbread Man by Joseph Coehlo 
Cheer Up by Rachel Rooney 
The Seagulls by Michael Rosen 
The Jellyfish by Michael Rosen 
Into the Blue by Hilda Offen 
Lyric extracts: 
Panic at the Disco 
Into the Unknown 
At Last 
Whats happening to me? By Susan 
Meredith 
Your body belongs to you by 
Cornelia Spelman 
I’m growing by Aliki 
Christian Aid 
Non fiction information texts 
 
Christianity around the World 
Everywhere a home 

Information about the different genres 
of music 
Information about the Mayans 
Story of Sofia and Levi from Jigsaw 
Everywhere a home 


